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the District of Columbia, in the Investigation Into the Affairs of the District Made Before the House District
Committee, April 24, 1872 Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Committee: In reviewing the seven or eight
hundred pages of the record of this investigation - extending over 90 days, of which the memorialists occupied
about 75, with 165 witnesses, and the District government about 15, with 36 witnesses - the inquiry naturally
presents itself, What is the issue? What action do the memorialists demand which the District authorities
oppose? The principal memorialist, Mr. John H. Crane, distinctly answered this inquiry in the early part of the
hearing by stating in substance that he charged that the new District government had been so inefficiently,
extravagantly, and corruptly managed that the public interests required that the organic act should be
repealed, the government entirely overturned and destroyed, and a new and different one established in its
place. This statement of the question at issue is correct. The memorial and various other written documents
submitted by Mr. Crane and his counsel, and also the testimony of several of their witnesses, distinctly and
plainly charge the District officers with incompetency, a disregard of law, usurpation, extravagance,
recklessness, blunders, unparalleled profligacy; the inauguration of taxation amounting to confiscation, and
the destruction of the values of the real estate of the District; the adoption of measures certain to bring on
inundation and pestilence; indeed, with being a pack of thieves, who, in addition to their other crimes, and in
order to conceal them, have resorted to false and fraudulent written and sworn statements to...
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