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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 278 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.6in.FROM THE AUTHORS: As an academic field in
its own right, the topic of border studies is experiencing a revival in university geography courses as well as in
wider political commentary. Of course, something about the postmodernist sensibility readily embraces the
ambiguity, impermanence, transience, and twilight nature of bordered spaces among the planets 192
territorially defined states. But we have another motivation in assembling this book, one rooted in
contemporary rivalries sited in one of the worlds most open regions. Until recently, border studies in
contemporary Southeast Asia appeared as an afterthought at best to the politics of interstate rivalry and
national consolidation. The maps set out all agreed postcolonial lines. Meanwhile, the physical demarcation of
these boundaries lagged. Large slices of territory, on land and at sea, eluded definition or delineation. That
comforting ambiguity has disappeared. Both evolving technologies and price levels enable rapid resource
extraction in places, and in volumes, once scarcely imaginable. The old adage that God really does have a
sense of humor (after all, look where HeShe put the oil) holds as true in Southeast Asia as in the Middle East. The
beginning of the 21st centurys second decade is witnessing an intensifying diplomacy, both state-to-state and
commercial, over offshore petroleum. In particular, the South China Sea has moved from being a rather
arcane area of conflict studies to the status of a bellwether issue. Along with other contested areas in the
western Pacific and south Asia, the problem increasingly defines Chinas regional relationships in Asiaand with
powers outside the region, especially the United States. Yet intraregional territorial differences also hobble
multilateral diplomacy to counter Chinese claims. For the regions national governments, the...
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