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indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: .correctly or incorrectly, as disturbances in the transmission of the
nervous function (due to molecular, chemic morbid processes). As our methods of examination are perfected
their domain is constantly diminishing. They include at present hysteria, neurasthenia, genuine epilepsy,
chorea, and a series of psychic disturbances, such as melancholia, mania, etc. In contradistinction to the
functional diseases just mentioned, nervous diseases with demonstrable anatomic alterations are termed
organic and localizable diseases. Nervous diseases are also divided according to their etiology. Thus we speak
of endogenous diseases when they are due to organic predisposition, and of exogenous or acquired diseases
(toxic, infectious, etc.). But in view of our imperfect knowledge in regard to the etiology, and especially for
didactic reasons, it is advisable in the classification to take account of the other principle as well. In regard to
endogenous diseases of the nervous system, or such as are due to faulty embryonal predisposition, it may be
said that there is a group of diseases, one or the other of which may appear repeatedly, either in the same or in
a similar form, in various members of the same family. How the defect, whatever it may be, originally entered
the family we are unable to explain. As in the case of most organs, --heart, kidney, liver, --the parenchymatous
material used up in the function of the organ can not be completely replaced in old age, and a senile atrophy of
the organ must therefore result, especially of its parenchymatous...
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