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Excerpt: . proportional to the product of the mass, and
inversely proportional to the square of the distance between
them, which is the statement of Newton s law, and which also
expresses the law of magnetic or electrical attraction--then
would those bodies known as comets surely fall into the sun
upon their startlingly near approaches to the latter, in
describing the perihelion of their orbits. Their mass is almost
infinitely lighter than that of the sun, and if Newton s law of
mass and distance governing the pull of gravitation were true,
no amount of accelerated motion due to momentum could
prevent this result--a fact startlingly apparent when they pass
perihelion and recede from the enormous attraction of the
sun-1--an attraction which, at the comparatively immense
distance of the earth, represents a force acting upon this
planet which would snap in twain a steel rod...
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