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idea occurred to him by a pyramidal block of stone on the shores of Lake Silvaplana in the Upper Engadine, a
high alpine region whose valley floor is at 6,000 ft. Nietzsche planned to write the book in three parts over
several years. He wrote that the ideas for Zarathustra first came to him while walking on two roads
surrounding Rapallo, according to Elisabeth Forster-Nietzsche in the introduction of Thomas Common s early
translation of the book. Although Part Three was originally planned to be the end of the book, and ends with a
strong climax, Nietzsche subsequently decided to write an additional three parts; ultimately, however, he
composed only the fourth part, which is viewed to constitute an intermezzo. Nietzsche commented in Ecce
Homo that for the completion of each part: Ten days sufficed; in no case, neither for the...
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