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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Beginnings
of College History: An Address Delivered at the Massachusetts
Agricultural College, Amherst, Oct, 2, 1907 It is not always easy to
touch the sources of controlling influences. The head of the
spring may be, generally is, somewhat remote from the spot
where its sweet waters emerge upon the surface. It would be
impossible to discover among the northern hills the tiny lake
which is the very head water of yonder broad Connecticut. These
analogies hold as to educational movements and institutions.
We may trace back the history of the world s oldest and greatest
centers of learning until our quest is lost in the dimness of
tradition; but even then perhaps we shall not reach their real
origin. National enthusiasms, religions, even wars, patriotic
inspirations, social movements, the benevolence of individuals
and communities, - all have played their effective parts, under
varying conditions and circumstances, in enlarging the
boundaries of educational influence and power. And so it
happens that in the last analysis it may be impossible for me to
state exactly what...
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