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abstract: The paper will be divided in two main parts: The first part is about the structures and the functions of
the EU institutions. This presentation will be focused on three institutions of the EU: The European Commission,
The Council of the European Union and The European Parliament, due to the fact that this institutional triangle
produces the policies and laws that apply throughout the EU. Any of these institutions will be introduced in an
own subchapter by explaining their composition, procedures and functions. [.] Important to mention is that the
Council of the European Union should not to be confused with the Council of Europe , an organisation separate
from the EU with a wider membership, or with the European Council , the meeting of the heads of state and
government of the EU together with members of the Commission (Archer 2000:44). In the following the terms
Council and Council of Ministers are only used as synonyms for The Council of the European Union . The
presentation of the institutions of the EU will be followed by an overview about the EU accession procedures of
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